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Comments by
Mike Wade, Executive Director
California Farm Water Coalition

Draft Environmental Impact Report/State
South Delta Improvements Program

California Department of Water Resources
Tuesday, December 6, 2005

We've seen and experienced what self-serving objections have

done to the CalFed program... .it has been pushed into a morass of

activity and inactivity that has jeopardized its future. The South

Delta Improvements Program has emerged as part of the CalFed

process and offers a positive path forward to both enhancing the

water quality in the Delta and providing a flexibility of water flows

through the Delta. It must not be allowed to slip into a similar

pattern that prevents it from moving forward.

Temporary barriers have been in place for several years. The

resulting flow patterns have been studied over several years by

scientists and researchers seeking a means to improve the water

quality in the Delta. The result of this activity has been volumes of

data that indicate permanent operable gates, when operated

correctly, would provide substantial benefits to the Delta.

The list of initial benefactors of this action begins with the Delta

environment. The pools of fresh water collected behind the

operable gates would immediately provide a safer environment for

fish and plant life. Recent news stories of several Delta fish

species have placed these species in jeopardy. Research is

indicating that the pooling of fresh water may serve a beneficial use

to their existence.
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Salmon migrating through the Delta have long been a concern and,

once again, studies are indicating that the South Delta

Improvements Program and its permanent operable gates, when

operated correctly, will aid in the survival of the salmon.

Will increased supplies of water be available to be exported south

of the Delta be a result of the South Delta Improvements Program?

Maybe... but that is why a second review period is scheduled to

consider proposed operational improvements to the State Water

Project. Early indications show that any increase in exports may

amount to only 3 to 5 percent. Another important benefit of the

permanent operable gates is the increased flexibility provided to the

operations of the State Water Project.

Benefits resulting from the South Delta Improvements Program are

spread not only in the Delta but throughout our state. The

opportunity to move forward toward an improved water future for all

of California is great and no criticisms from self-serving interest

groups that employ a myopic viewpoint should threaten this future.

While the California Farm Water Coalition represents the

agricultural community of California, we recognize that the benefits

of the South Delta Improvements Program are widespread and

urge implementation of this important program
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